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Strategy C6  |  INCREASE INCOME

RECOMMENDATION 

Direct the Sheriff ’s Department and the 
Department of Health Services, in collaboration 
with the Department of Mental Health, to develop 
an Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Advocacy 
Program for Inmates. 

Targeted SSI Advocacy for Inmates                                                  
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POPULATION IMPACT

DESCRIPTION
The goal of the program would be to assist disabled, 
incarcerated individuals in completing and submitting 
their SSI application prior to discharge or in securing 
reinstatement of their SSI benefits, if the individual was 
receiving SSI prior to being incarcerated.  This program 
should be a collaborative with the Countywide SSI 
Advocacy Program, as described in Recommended 
Strategy C4.

The following would be components of the program:

Pre-Release
A.	 Facility gathers list of release-eligible inmates at 

least three months prior to discharge, six months is 
preferable.

B. 	 Benefits eligibility specialists are assigned to screen 
for SSI and SSDI eligibility.  Screening encompasses:

	 •	 Checking each inmate’s social security number, 
citizenship or eligible immigration status and 
current benefit status; 

	 •	 Meeting with inmate to complete a 
questionnaire to determine whether individual 
has a severe mental or physical impairment 
or is aged (age 65) for potential eligibility for 
SSI.  Also review work history and get earnings 
record to determine potential eligibility for 
SSDI.

C. Inmates who are potentially eligible for SSI or 
SSDI will be invited to participate in the advocacy 
program. Once the inmate decides to participate, 
he/she will be connected to the countywide SSI 
advocacy contractor (as described in Strategy C6) 
who will meet with the inmate in the jail to initiate 
a SSI/SSDI application and the inmate will sign 
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DESCRIPTION continued

Targeted SSI Advocacy for Inmates continued 

release of information documents. Medical and 
mental health records are obtained from private 
providers, public providers, incarceration facility 

 • An assessment is made by the contractor to 
determine if medical evidence is likely to be 

standards.   
 • If assessment determines that available records 

individual to in-house or County medical and 
mental health providers for assessments and 
reports.

D.
forward eligible claims for disability to the 

SSA to check on progress of the application.

E.  DDS/SSA makes the initial determination regarding 
disability while individual is still incarcerated.

F.  
(as described in Recommended Strategy D2), who 
will work to locate interim or permanent housing 
to ensure an appropriate housing placement upon 

the release date to the SSI approval date can be 
recovered from the inmate’s initial retroactive 

Reimbursement process.

Post-Release
G. If medical eligibility is approved, upon discharge 

the same contractor will work with the individual 
to complete the application process.  If medical 
eligibility is denied, the contractor will pursue an 
appeal.

H. Once a formerly incarcerated individual begins 
receiving SSI or SSDI, an appropriate agency will 
assist the individual in transitioning to appropriate 
permanent housing, if the individual was placed in 
interim housing upon discharge.

 Disabled inmates with a jail stay shorter than three 
months will be connected to the Countywide SSI 
Advocacy Program (Strategy C4) upon discharge.
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OTHER CATEGORIZATIONS 
Homeless individuals scheduled for release from an 
LA County jail within three to six months who have 
been assessed to have a severe mental or physical 
disability (Single adults, older adults, veterans, and 
chronically homeless).

POTENTIAL PERFORMANCE METRICS

 � Number of incarcerated individuals assessed for 
potential SSI eligibility 

 �

evidence of disability to warrant an SSI application 
 � Number of SSI applications made prior to release 
 � Number of SSI applications medically approved 

prior to release 
 � Number of SSI applications medically approved 

post release 
 � Number of formerly incarcerated individuals who 

 � Number of formerly incarcerated individuals who 

FUNDING
$1 million one-time  funds from AB 109

CONNECTION TO CITIES  

 SAME          

  COMPLEMENTARY         
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